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NOTICE 

All questions or other communications relating to this document should be sent only to NFPA Head- 
quarters, addressed to the attention of the Committee responsible for the document. 

For information on the procedures for requesting Technical Committees to issue Formal Interpretations, 
proposing Tentative Interim Amendments, proposing amendments for Committee consideration, and appeals 
on matters relating to the content of the document, write to the Secretary, Standards Council, National Fire 
Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, RO. Box 9101, Q uinc b MA 02269-9101. 

A statement, written or oral, that is not processed in accordance with Section 16 of the Regulations Govern- 
ing Committee Projects shall not be considered the official position of NFPA or any of its Committees and 
shall not be considered to be, nor be relied upon as, a Formal Interpretation. 

Users of this document should consult applicable Federal, State and local laws and regulations. NFPA 
does not, by the publication of this document, intend to urge action which is not in compliance with appli- 
cable laws and this document may not be construed as doing so. 

Policy Adopted by NFPA Board of Directors on December 3, 1982 

The Board of Directors reaffirms that the National Fire Protection Association recognizes that the tox- 
icity of the products of combustion is an important factor in the loss of life from fire. NFPA has dealt with 
that subject in its technical committee documents for many years. 

There is a concern that the growing use of synthetic materials may produce more or additional toxic 
products of combustion in a fire environment. The Board has, theretore, asked all NFPA technical commit- 
tees to review the documents for which they are responsible to be sure that the documents respond to this 
current concern. To assist the committees in meeting this request, the Board has appointed an advisory com- 
mittee to provide specific guidance to the technical committees on questions relating to assessing the hazards 
of the products of combustion. 

Licensing Provision 

This document is copyrighted by the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA). The terms and con- 
ditions set forth below do not extend to the index to this document. If public authorities and others reference 
this document in laws, ordinances, regulations and administrative orders or similar instruments, it should 
be with the understanding that this document is informative in nature and does not contain mandatory re- 
quirements. Any deletions, additions, and changes desired by the adopting authority must be noted sepa- 
rately. Those using this method ("adoption by reference") are requested to notify the NFPA (Attention: Secretary, 
Standards Council) in writing of such use. 

The term "adoption by reference" means the citing of the title and publishing information only. 

(For further explanation, see the Policy Concerning the Adoption, Printing and Publication of NFPA 
Documents which is available upon request t¥om the NFPA.) 

Statement on NFPA Procedures 

This material has been developed under the published procedures of the National Fire Protection Associa- 
tion, which are designed to assure the appointment of technically competent Committees having balanced 
representation. While these procedures assure the highest degree of care, neither the National Fire Protection 
Association, its members, nor those participating in its activities accepts any liability resulting from com- 
pliance or noncompliance with the provisions given herein, fi)r any restrictions imposed on materials or pro- 
cesses, or for tile completeness of the text. 

NFPA has no power or authority to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this documenl 
and any certification of products stating compliance with requirements of this document is made at the peril 
of the certifier. 

R . I '  ( , -  ' , M  J~ ; 



Join over 63,000 
professionals 
like yourself. 

Belong to NFPA! 

You can have impact on issues that affect 
the fire safety industry--How? 
When you belong to NFPA you'll receive special membership benefits that help you make informed 
decisions and make your voice a stronger one in the fire safety community. Your benefits include: 

1. Voting privileges on proposed changes to 
existing codes and standards, and on new codes 
and standards. 
2. The NFPA Journal, Fire News newsletter, 
and NFPA Journal Reference Directory & Buyers' 
Guide--your source for fire statistics, reports, 
investigations, manufacturers, and codes and 
standards references. 
3. 10% discount on all products and services. 

4. Special invitations to Annual, Fall, and 
Regional Meetings--where you can compare 
notes with your colleagues and take a position 
on issues that affect you. All these benefits-- 
plus the pride and confidence that comes with 
membership in an internationally acclaimed 
organization can be yours for annual dues of 
$95.00. Join today! 

YES! Send me an application to join my colleagues at NFPA today! 

Name Date 

Address Signature 

City, State, Zip 
Code PAl 

You can't beat 
this value on 

NFPA codes and 
standards... 

Thank you 
foryour 

purchases/ 

Stay up-to-date on fire codes with this 
super, money-saving service! 
In the dynamic world of fire protection, you need to keep up with current fire code requirements, recent 
changes, and new developments. The National Fire Codes '~' Subscription Service makes that an easier job! 
This complete service delivers every NFPA code and standard directly to you--over 280 essential codes 
in all! As a subscriber, you automatically receive new and revised documents from NFPA's Annual and 
Fall Meetings--as soon as they are published. Plus, additional mailings keep you informed of changes 
as they happen, so you are always working with the latest requirements. 

[] YES! Start my subscription today! (Item No. 2H-NFCSS) $600.00 (NFPA Members $540.00*) 

Total amount enclosed $ NFPA Member No. 
Name [] I enclose a check (payable to NFPA). 

[] Please bill me. 

Address For easy ordering, call toll-free ] 
City, State, Zip 1-800-344-3555! J Monday-Friday, 8:30 AM-8:00 PM, ET 
* Prices sublect to chatlge. 

NFPA listens to our customers. Please let us know what you think. 

What types of products would you like to see more of? 
[ ]  seminars [ ]  training packages 
[ ]  code handbooks ~ informational brochures 

general reference books [ ]  electronic media 

videos [ ]  other 

In what subject area(s) would you like to see more products? 

[ ]  electrical ~ life safety 

[ ]  Fire Prevention Week ~ fire service 

public education [ ]  hazardous materials 

other 

How can NFPA better serve your needs? 
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Copyright ,c7', 1993 NFPA, All Rights Reserved 

NFPA 906 

Guide for 

Fire Incident Field Notes 

1993 Edition 

This edition of NFPA 906, Guide /br Fire hu'idetlt Field Notes, was prepared by the 
Technical Conmfittee on Fire Reporting and acted on by the National Fire Protection 
Association, Inc. at its Annual Meeting held May 24-27, 1993, in Orlando, FL. It was 
issued by the Standards Council ml ,July 23, 1993, with an etl;ective date of August 20, 
1993, and supersedes all previous editions. 

The 1993 edition ot + this document has heen approved by the American National 
Standards I nstit ute. 

Origin and Development of NFPA 906 

This guide was developed to provide persons investigating tires, whether as the com- 
pany officer, incident connnander ,  fire department  or fire ntarshal investigative special- 
ist, or private investigator, with a tool for taking notes in an organized manner  while col- 
lecting data about the incident. Through a more organized collection of data in the field, 
a more complete incident report and/or investigative report can be produced which will 
uhimately lead m hetter data to solve the fire problem. It was not the intent of the com- 
mittee that these forms by themselves be an investigative or fire incident report. 

This edition of the document is a reconlirmation of the 1988 edition. 
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Introduction 

T h e  p r o p e r  r eco rd ing  of  infor tnat ion about  an incident  
is one  of  the most  effective tools available to a fire investi- 
gator.  To  assist in this endeavor ,  the NFPA Fire Repor t ing  
C o m m i t t e e  es tabl ished a s u b c o m m i t t e e  to deve lop  this 
gu ide .  Us ing  in forn ta t ion  and  inpu t  f rom a var ie ty  o f  
sources, the Commi t t ee  has deve loped  a series of  torms to 
be used locally in the documen ta t i on  of  the incident  by 
those conduc t ing  the investigations. 

This  guide  has been  deve loped  to p rov ide  those investi- 
gat ing a fire with a basic system for collecting data  attd 
in format ion  in a consistent  manne r .  These  torms are  not  
des igned  or  i n t ended  to be a comple te  repor t ,  but  ra ther  
to serve as inpu t  for deve lop ing  a final investigative repor t .  
They  also are  not  i n t ended  to p rov ide  all known incident  
informat ion .  This  gu ide  does not  cover  the in te rpre ta t ion  
and use o f  the data. 

All local uni ts  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  and  p r iva t e  i n d u s t r y  
involved  in fire inves t iga t ion  are  e n c o u r a g e d  to utilize 
these forms in the way best suited for their  situation. Sup- 
p lementa l  local forms should  be used as needed .  

General 

Scope.  T h e  scope o f  this gu ide  is to guide  invest igators  in 
collecting and r eco rd ing  pre l iminary  informat ion  needed  
for the p repa ra t ion  of  a fbrmal  incident  report .  

Purpose. This  guide  explains  a series of  suggested f inms 
that can be used d u r i n g  a fire invest igation to record  field 
notes. T h e  forms serve as a r e m i n d e r  of  the type o f  i n f o f  
mat ion that may be helpthl  in u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the fire. 

App l i ca t ion .  T h e  guidel ines  fbr using these torms are  
only suggestions,  as each par t icular  agency should utilize 
the forms in the way that best suits their  needs.  T h e  forms 
are  simple to comple te ,  with large areas for commen t s  that 
can be deve loped  as the invest igat ion cont inues.  

T h e  tbrms shown in this gu ide  are  des igned  to collect 
descript ive observat ions  ra ther  than defini t ive conclusions.  

Not  all forms will be used at all incidents.  However ,  sev- 
eral forms could be used on any specific fire, d e p e n d i n g  on 
the magn i tude  of  the invest igat ion or  the type of  incident .  

This  guide  contains instructions for the comple t ion  of  
the fire incident  field note  forms. T h e  forms allow the per-  
son conduc t ing  the invest igat ion to collect the in format ion  
in a consistent  m a n n e r  so it can then be s tudied to reach a 

conclusion r e g a r d i n g  a par t icular  incident .  T h e  [orms are  
des igned  to be handwri t ten .  T h e  data is to be uti l ized to 
comple te  the final investigative repor t .  T h e  case supervi-  
sion tbrm should be used to keep a track of  the progress  of  
the investigation.  

Preparation of Reports. These  forms and the in forma-  
tion r eco rded  on them are not  des igned  to const i tute  the 
inc ident  repor t .  T h e y  p rov ide  data  helpful  in r each ing  
conclusions as to what h a p p e n e d  so the incident  r epo r t  or  
the invest igat ion repor t  can be p repa red .  I f  an incident  
repor t  has a l ready been filed, part  of  the process o f  ns ing 
this data should be to verif}' the or iginal  incident  r epo r t  
and upda te  that r epor t  as necessary so the most  accurate  
in tbrmat ion  is conta ined  in the incident  r epor t  and any 
data bases that contain that inc ident  in tormat ion .  

Forms. T h e r e  are 12 fi)rms descr ibed in this guide.  These  
torms and  their  applicat ions are: 

906-0 Case Supervision 

906-1 All Fires 

906-2 Structure Fires 

906-3 Motor Vehicles 

906-4 Wildland Fires 

906-5 Casuahies 

906-6 Witness Statement 

906-7 Evidence 

906-8 Photographs 

906-9 Sketches 

906-10 Insurance Infbrmation 

906-1 l Records/Documents 

Used on all investigations to 
track the progress of the 
investigation. 

Used on all fire investiga- 
tions to collect identification 
and contact information. 

Used when the fire involves 
a structure. There are three 
pages to this form. 

Used when the fire involves 
any type of motor vehicle. 

LTSed when the fire involves 
grass, brush, and wildland 
areas. 

Used to collect information 
on people injured or killed 
in the incident. 

Use one sheet per witness 
to identif\' the witness and 
record tfi'e statement. 

Used to record recovered 
evidence and where it is 
renloved tO. 

Used to log description of 
all photographs taken. 

Used to sketch the scene or 
specific locations within the 
s c e n e ,  

Used to record intornmtion 
on insurance coverage, 
adjustment, and loss. 

Used to record inffn'mation 
on incident, property, and 
business or personal 
records that are available. 

1993 Edition 



CASE SUPERVISION 9 0 6 - 5  

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

This "cover" sheet will assist in keeping track of the progress of the investigation. Indicate what has been done, what needs to 
be done, assignments, dates, etc., in the "Remarks" sections. The lower portion should be used to record routine checks or 
rechecks and other information pertinent to the investigation. 

i l  ;I I =i II eli ~ [Oil d ;I,.",]i:=ro] -" I ~ [~ 

ALL FIRES 906-1 

STRUCTURES 906-2 

VEHICLES 906-3 

WlLDLAND 906-4 

CASUALTIES 906-5 

WITNESS 906-6 

EVIDENCE 906-7 

PHOTOGRAPHS 906-8 

SKETCHES 906-9 

INSURANCE 906-10 

REC./DOCUMENT 906-11 

[ ]  COMPLETE 
DATE 

COMPLETE 

COMPLETE 

[ ]  COMPLETE 

DATE 

DATE 

DATE 

[~] COMPLETE 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE 
DATE 

[~ COMPLETE 

COMPLETE 

DATE- 

DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE 

[ ]  COMPLETE 

DATE 

DATE 

REMARKS 
[ ]  N/A 

REMARKS 
N/A 

REMARKS 
N/A 

REMARKS 
N/A 

REMARKS 
f~J N/A 

REMARKS 
{~] N/A 

REMARKS 
[~ N/A 

REMARKS 
[ ]  N/A 

REMARKS 
[ ]  N/A 

REMARKS 
[ ]  N/A 

REMARKS 
[ ]  N/A 

INCIDENTAND CASUALTY REPORTS UPDATED [ ]  YES 
DATE 

[ ]  NO ~ NOTNECESSARY 
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906-6 FIRE INCIDENT FIELD NOTES 

Case Supervision (Form 906-0). The case supervision 
form shown on the previous page is designed lo be the 
cover sheet tot the package of sheets that will resuh as the 
information after a fire is recorded. 

This cover sheet will assist in keeping uack of the progress of 
the investigation. Indicate what has been (tone or needs m be 
done, assignments, dates, etc., in tim remarks section. The 
lower portion can be used to record routine checks or rechecks 
and other intbrmation pertinent to the investigation. 

The department or agency conducting the investigation as 
well as the file number assigned to the investigation should be 
recorded on the upper right corner of each sheet or torm used. 

The section entitled "'Field Notes" should be used to indi- 
cate which torms are being used and, theretore, shoukl be 

part o f  the final package. I fa  particular fbrm is not applica- 
ble (N/A) to the fire being investigated, check the N/A box so 
that other investigators or supervisors realize that the tbrm is 
purposely not present, rather than potentially lost. For exam- 
pie, the Motor Vehicles Form (906-3) and the Wildland Fires 
Form (906-4) would not be applicable to a structure fire. 

LYse the back side of the form or additional sheets of 
paper to record additional activities and dates. 

The date/activity spaces are to record various aspects of 
the investigation as it continues. As shown in the example 
below, the evidence was taken to the lab on May 27, 1993, 
and the lab resuhs are recorded in the activity section. 
Each investigator should utilize this space for any notes 
that may be pert inent  to the investigation. 

This "cover" sheet will assist in keeping track of the progress of the investigation. Indicate what has been done, what needs to 
be done, assignments, dates, etc., in the "Remarks" sections. The lower portion should be used to record routine checks or 
rechecks and other information pertinent to the investigation. 

i | l q q  | ; i  l m , o l |  ] l l i J~  

ALL FIRES 906-1 

STRUCTURES 906-2 

VEHICLES 906-3 

WlLDLAND 906-4 

CASUALTIES 906-5 

WITNESS 906-6 

EVIDENCE 906-7 

PHOTOGRAPHS 906-8 

SKETCHES 906-9 

INSURANCE 906-10 

REC./DOCUMENT 906-11 

[~] COMPLETE 5126193 ~ N/A 
DATE 

[~] COMPLETE 5126193  [] N/A 
DATE 

[7] COMPLETE [~ N/A 
DATE 

COMPLETE ~ N/A 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE [~ N/A 
DATE 

~] COMPLETE 5 1 2 5 1 9 3  [ ]  
DATE 

[~ COMPLETE 6/10193 [ ]  
DATE 

~J COMPLETE 5 / 2 7 / 9 3  ~ N/A 
DATE 

5125193 -~ WA 
DATE 

•J COMPLETE 

COMPLETE 

COMPLETE 

N/A 

N/A 

6115/93  • N/A 
DATE 

5127193 [] 
DATE 

N/A 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 6 /10  LFJ t o  fo l low up 

REMARKS 

INCIDENT AND CASUALTY REPORTS UPDATED ~] YES 6 1 1 5 1 9 3  
DATE 

[ I NO ~ NOT NECESSARY 

5127193 Evidence to  lab. LFJ 

612193 

6115 /93  

6125193  

Lab results back. No f lammable liquid present. LFJ 

Insurance co.  paying claim. CEP 

Evidence destroyed per policy. LFJ 
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,\LL FI RI,..,, 9 0 6 - 7  

AGENCY I FILE NUMBER 

I ADDRESS/LOCATION 

WEATHER AT 
TIME OF FIRE 

PROPERTY 
DESCRIPTION 

I GENERAL CONDITIONS 

STRUCTURE (906-2) 

i[] 
VEHICLE (906-3) 
[ ]  

DAY DATE 

WILDLAND (906-4) 
] 

I TIME 

, TEMP. 
i 

! 
OTHER 

[1 

FIRE DEPT. INCIDENT NO. 

WIND D~R. i WIND SPEED 

i OWNER'S NAME 

, OWNER'S ADDRESS 
l 

OccuPANT'S NAME 

OCCUPANT'S ADDRESS 

DOING BUSINESS AS 
I 

PHONE NO. 

PHONE NO 

PHONE NO 

c.].,=. =.]:..,,=.j=,.-. [ . , : .  [.ii 
DAY DATE TIME 

RECEIVED BY 

ATARRIVEDscENE DAY DATE I TIME 

AUTHORITY E M E R G E N C Y  CONSENT 
TO ENTER "~ VERBAL 

DEPARTED DAY DATE ! TIME 
SCENE ;I 

[ FROM WHOM 

ASSIGNED TO 

t SCENE SECURED [ "  NO (COMMENT ON CONDITION 
I ~] YES (BY WHOM): 

WARRANT OTHER (Describe) 

" ]  WRITTEN ~ ADMIN 'J  CRIM 
I COMMENTS 
I I 

LVEE 

~POUCEDEPT 

OTHER 

INCIDENT NO. 

FILE NO. 

CASE NO 

CONTACT PERSON 

coNTAcT PERSON 

CONTACT PERSON 

I PHONE NO, 

! PHONE NO. 

PHONE NO. 

ESTIMATED BY 

R E M A R K I  
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906-8  FIRE INCIDENT FIELD NOTES 

All Fires (Form 906-1). The "All Fires" tbrm shown on 
the previous page is divided into six sections. As with all 
forms used, the agency name and file number should be 
entered at the upper right corner. 

The  first section identifies the incident. This includes the 
address where the incident occurred or the general loca- 
tion; the day, date, and time of the incident; and any fire 
department incident number. The weather should be a 
general description, with the temperature, wind direction, 
and wind speed as exact as possible. The property descrip- 
tion should show whether the incident is primarily a struc- 
ture, vehicle, wildland, or other fire. The appropriate form 
should also be attached. 

il:[,ll.] ~:I 
ADDRESS'LOCAtION 

; 64-7~ 9 m i t h t ,  on  Or~ Anyt, own 

• ~,~o~,.~ I Clear. ~ola 

. . . .  ~'~OE~ia; . . . .  

The second section is for recording the owner and the 
occupant. List the owner's name, telephone number, and 
address. If the occupant's name and address are different, 
list those as well. For a business, the name of the business 
and its telephone number should be recorded on the line 
"Doing Business As." 

OWNER'S NAME 
John ~yree 

OWnEr'S AOO"ESS 
6 4 7 ~  5mi t ,  h t o n  Dr.~ Anyt,  own, NV 4-9702 
OCCU~Am'S NAME 

Same 
OCCUPANTS ADDRESS 

eOING .US~N~SS AS 
N/A 

PHO~ENO 
639-472~, 

pHONE NO 

The third section is to identify how the investigative agency 
was notified and when and to whom the case is assigned. All 
the information relates to when the investigator was notified. 
In the example, on Monday, May 24, 1993, at 1430 hours, 
Chief Jones contacted Rogers, who assigned the case to 
Fahey. The form then shows the arrival time of the investiga- 
tor at the scene, whether the scene was secured or not, and, 
in this scenario, the fact it was found in the same condition as 

it was let[ by the fire department. The authority to enter was 
written. The date and time when the investigator departed 
the scene is also recorded. 

I: [*ll I ;I [*,?~I | [.1 ," I :(,l :I I: i,| :g'l d [rf~l i [*] ~ II 
IDAYDAY I DATE ' TIME FROM WHOM I 
MlMon , ,  512419~ ~ 1450 Chie f  W. J . . . .  l 
I ....... Ro~er~ ASS'GNE;aOh~z 

I ATSC~NE Tues. 5125195 t3~lt30910 ~ ~ v~s mY WHOU, Same as  l e f t  by FD I 
AUTHORI~ EMERGENCY CONSENT WARRANT " OTHE R IDescn~) 

~ R ~ E D  . T u e ~ . 5 1 2 5 1 9 5 i  1500 1 ] 

The fourth section identifies other agencies that were 
contacted as part of  the investigation. In this case, Chief 
Jones of  the Clio Fire Department and Patrolman Smith of  
the Vienna Police Department were involved. 

[oil d; I:;I : l [ , t  ~1 ~1: [H I: .41 ~ I,Z,] I[,| :1 , !  
~,nE DE~T =NC~OENT NO CONTACT PERSON PHONE NO 
Clio 2 0 6  Chief W. Jones 6 ~ 7 - 2 5 4 - 7  
P~C E DEpT ~ILE NO CONTACT PER~N pHONE NO 
Vienna 9~-916 P~lmn, ,SmlCh 752-1111 

OTHER CAS~ N(~ CONTACT pERSON 'HONE NC~ 

The fifth section provides a space to estimate the total 
loss and who made the estimate. Additional information on 
the loss can be recorded in the remarks section. Also note 
that the insurance information form (Form 906-10) has 
space for recording information on the insurance loss paid. 

i ~,-'t, h', r , ' l ,  a,  b O~ r , l  m m[,~'~| 

$ 55,000 I C h i e f  J o n e s  

The final section of the "All Fires" torm is the remarks sec- 
tion. This section can be used as necessary to record any 
additional details the user feels relevant to the investigation. 

In :1 ~,,,r,1:1:$ 

Prooert, v was t, urnenl over "co J o h ,  Avree. owner, at, 1500 hrs., 
/ 5/24/9~. John Avree ,ave oermleelon t,o Fahev t,o enter  
~ t`o conduct, inveet,iaa¢ion . . . . .  
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STRUCI tHE  FIRES 906-9 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

I l l ' |  "J :1;1~1 Idi/U~ 
PROPERTY USE 

STATUS (OCCUPIED, UNOCCUPIED, VACANT) COMMENTS I 
kREA D E S C R I P T I O ~  

~] RURAL [ ]  FARM [ ]URBAN ~ SUBURBAN ~]OTHER 

~] ZONED ~. UNZONED [J IMPROVING [~ DECLINING STABLE OTHER 

;ONSTRUCTIOI ~ 
FOUNDATION 
[ ]  SLAB ~ ~ CRAWL SPACE [ ! BASEMENT(S) ' OTHER 

DIMENSIONS 
FT. LENGTH FT. WIDTH FT. HEIGHT 

TYPE OF [ ~ O R  WALLS T INTERIOR WALLS T FLOORS 
CONSTRUCTION i / 

STORIES 

- - ] ROOF 

NO. UNITS t 
;ECURITY (Time of Fire 

DOORS 
SECURE ~l  NOTSECURE PER: 

WINDOWS 
~] SECURE ' ]  NOTSECURE 

OTHER 
[ ]  SECURE [.~ NOTSECURE 

COMMENTS ON SECURITY 

PER: 

PER: 

r(~!~l;i ~, lita;[o] i :[O]li] 
ALARMS 
[ ]  YES ~ NO 

N SYST 
TYPE ALARM 

ALARM COMPANY ! CONTACT PERSON i PHONE NO. 

COMMENTS 

~ COMMENTS 
L] DID NOT OPERATE ' I 

PROTECTION SYSTEMS 
'~  YES k~ NO [ ]  OPERATED 

DESCRIPTION OF SYSTEM(S) 

l l l l l l l i l : [ ~ l l l /  

ELECTRIC 

la l l : i . l |a l ( : ]  

~] ON ~,~ OFF 

~] ON [~ OFF GAS 

WATER [ ]ON ~]OFF 

PHONE [ ] O N  [~ OFF 

OTHER [~]ON ~] OFF 

UTILITY COMPANY NAME CONTACT 

UTILITY COMPANY NAME CONTACT 

UTILITY coMPANY NAME CONTACT 

UTILITY COMPANY NAME CONTACT 

UTILITY COMPANY NAME CONTACT 

PHONENO. 

PHONENO. 

PHONE NO. 

PHONENO. 

PHONENO. 
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9 0 6 - 1 0  FIRE IX( ; IDENT I:IEI.I) N()I  I'.S 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

! X T E R I O R  O B S E R V A T I O N ~  ¢ 

~ITERIOR OBSERVATIONS 

COMMENTS 

I I I ~t'~l / I ~ [lt!~.~tI'#~111 ~ ~ 

TYPE LOCATION 

] ENTRY LOCATION 
[~FUSES ~ BREAKERS L 

COMMENTS 

SERVICE PANEL LOCATION 

~THER HEATING EQUIP 
TYPE(S) 

COMMENTS 

LOCATION 

COMMENTS 

LREA OF ORIGff 
COMMENTS 

1993 Edition 



STRUCTURE FIRES 906-11 

l [ ~ l / / [ o ]  ~ I . ~ p l l I ~ [ ~  
HEAT SOURCE 

MATERIAL IGNITED 

IGNITION FACTOR 

AGENCY ! FILENUMBER 

IF EQUIPMENTINVOLVED 

MAKE MODEL SERIALNO. 

COMMENTS 

I ~ll ~,! ::1,,~ ~1 ; i  ::IP*-'I n 
MATERIALS 

AVENUES 

COMMENTS 

I!,.~ ~ [o] [q : 1 ~  U ; i  ::P*-'I n 
MATERIALS 

AVENUES 

COMMENTS 

R E M A R K  
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906-12 FIRE INCIDENT FIELI) NOTES 

Structure Fires (Forms 906-2a, b, and  c). There  are three 
sheets that comprise  the form used when the incident  
under  investigation is a structure fire. These three sheets 
(shown on the three previous pages) are divided into 17 
sections, each of  which is described below. Be sure the 
agency name and file number  are recorded at the upper  
right corner  of  each of  the three sheets. 

The  first section deals with the type or use of  the prop-  
erty and its status. In  the example,  the structure is an occu- 
pied single-family, residential  building. Occupied, for pur-  
poses of  fire r e p o r t i n g ,  means  that  it is be ing  used 
regularly,  even if there were not people present  at the time 
of  the fire. I f  the proper ty  is not occupied, record whether  
it is under  construction or renovation, idle, or  abandoned.  

l l &  | "J ~ !  " •  : I t . l |  ~ | iII1.' 

~ l n g l e - f l r n l [ ~  d ~ l l l n l ~  
~TATUS I~C~PI~O, UNOCCUPIED, VACANT} 

I O o o u e l e ~  [ 3 . % 7 . ~ . .  , o . .  . .  ,,.,. o,., , .  

The second section provides a general  area description. 
As many boxes as appropr ia te  can be checked. The  exam- 
ple below shows that the fire occurred in a zoned, stable 
suburban area. 

R~R~ ~ FARM ~ URBAN ~ SUBURBAN ~ OTH£R 

UNZ~EO ~ ~PROVING ~ OECL~NG ~ $TAEE ~ OTHER 

The third section describes the construction of  the struc- 
ture. In the example shown below, the structure was a 
50 ft x 32 ft, one-story used as one unit. The  structure had 
a basement,  and was of  wood-frame construction with dry- 
wall interior  walls, plywood floors, and a composition shin- 
gled roof. 

E l , I f ]  ~ [,."t II : |  l [I~I II [1 ] ;  
FOUNOATK}N 
[ ]  S~S ~% CR*W~ SPACE ~ S*S~UENT(S~ [ ]  OTHER 
~ENS~NS 
. _ ~  FT LENGTH ~ FT W~DTH _ _  FT HEIGH~ ~ STORIES ~ NO UN,TS 

EXTER~ WALLS INTE R~OR W ~ S  F L U S  

The next section records the security of the structure as 
found by the fire depa r tmen t  upon its arrival. In the exam- 
ple below, the doors and the windows were secure accord- 
ing to Assistant Chief  White. The  rear door  was forced by 
the fire depar tment  upon  arrival at the scene. 

I~°~ .... [] . . . . . . . . . . .  Aee¢. Chief Whlt~ 

~ N  s ~ c u ~  . . . . .  

Ladder oomparq £or~ed mar aoor on arrival. 

The section on alarm/protect ion systems is for recording 
data on any alarm system or fire suppression or detection 
system in the structure. The  alarm system can be for fire, 
burglary,  or motion. The  operat ion of any system should 
be investigated and recorded.  

The example below shows a sprinkler  system tied into an 
alarm company. 

| | i f |  I II;,I | | i ; ( 1 4 | [  ] I , - l i l ~ - l |  

~ R M S  r ~ A~RM 
~Es [] ,0 Wild  ~v~r,~m ¢o AI~: Alarm C~). 

ALARM COMPANY ~ ~ A ~  PER~N 

ABC Alarm i.J~, Hillbera ] '~9~-42~6  
COMMENTS v 

Alarm nec~iwcJ a¢ 1~47 hrs. 
-p OTECTION SYSTEMS 

5 eprlnklara open,<] 
DESCRIPTION OF SySTEM(S) 

Wet, ~loe ~v~C~m throueh~ut ~ro~erCv 

T h e  ut i l i t ies  sect ion allows the inves t iga to r  to list 
whether the utilities were on or  off at the time of the fire. 
It also provides a place to list the utility companies and 
their  te lephone numbers.  

euBcl"mc t~ oN ~ o ~  UWLerY C C ~ N ¥  ~A~ CONTACT P~ONE NO 

oAs Con~urn~r~ G&E 
~ O N ~  [[]OFF UT=L~ COMPA~ ~ E  C~TACT p~NE NO 

Con~um~r~ G&E 
WATER ~ ~ UT[L~ COMPANY NAME CONTACT P~NE NO 

ON OFF Anvr.nwn W~C~r CO, 
CONTACT p N o ~  ~ ON [ ]  O~F UV~L~F~ COMPANY NAME pHONE ~o 

O~ER ~ ON ~ OFF UT]LI~ COMPANY NAME CONTACT P~NE NO 

In the section on exterior  observation, the investigator 
should note his/her observations of  significant facts about 
the exterior  of  the structure or the fire area. Observations 
repor ted  by others can also be entered here. 

In the example below, the fire depa r tmen t  observed fire 
t h rough  the southwest  co rne r  of  the roo f  upon  thei r  
arrival, and the fire investigator noted charr ing behind the 
electrical service entrance. 

. : I :  i :  : 

SW corner o~ ¢ roof damaaed  by fire. Fire hat.I burned throuah 
on arrival o f  FD. Some char damaae  t,o wall in area of eervice 
entrance. 

In the section on interior  observation, the investigator 
should note his/her observations of  significant facts about  
the interior  of  the structure or the fire area. Observations 
by others can be entered here also. 

In the example  below, the invest igator  found heavy 
smoke damage throughout  the structure and major fire 
damage centered in the utility room at the southwest cor- 
ner  of  the building. Piles of bu rned  clothing were found 
behind the clothes dryer.  

] Malor fire damaae  In ut, lllt, v room. H e a w  emoke 
I t, hrTOu~lhou¢ bull<~lna. Burn'ecl cloChln_a behind olol;hee 
I dryer.- 

The section enti t led "Heat ing System" is designed to 
record observations about the principal  heat ing system for 
the structure. For example,  the heat ing system is gas-fired 
forced hot air and is located in the basement.  There  is no 
fire damage in the basement.  

IE,,- ~r~.a h~ air 
Ih%'~m.o.I .  b=,,.m..t. 

v 

The  next section discusses the electrical service. The  
investigator can record where the service enters the struc- 
ture, the location of  the service panel,  and any observations 
about the electrical service and its relat ionship to the fire. 
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STRUCTU RE FIRES 9 0 6 - 1 3  

As an example, the electrical service consisted of a circuit 
breaker box in the southwest corner of the utility room and 
there was a 20-amp breaker that had tr ipped during the fire. 

c~,::::, ~' ........ : 5 W  ,order __JJt, il|t,~/room 
~ o n n ~ ¢  f o X E D  ~urned off~ 
120-amp breaker gripped - feede utility room. 

If  there was any auxiliary heating systems or equipment  
in the fire area that may have been invoh'ed in any way, 
their type, location, and any observations about their pos- 
sible involvement should be recorded in the "'Other Heat- 
ing Equipment" section. 

In the example below, an electric space heater was found 
plugged in in the utility room and it was severely damaged. 

• = t . , , ~ • 

~lu~a~l in an~ ~v~rmht ~aman~ .  
I ~T~. IJtilitv rnnm f loor 

Observations about the contents of a structure are often 
helpful in unders tanding  the fire. The  next section allows 
the investigator to record anything unusual about the con- 
tents of the structure. If  there are no unusual observations, 
the investigator should so indicate. 

[~'t | ;  t t I ~  d l1 :1  :E~{o ] :  | d ~ :  k ~ 1  

c°~'SNormal ¢o occupancy - avveamtl ¢o b~ in or~ler. 

The next section is for recording either the area of ori- 
gin or observations that could be helpful in de termining  
the area of  origin. 

I c~.~,~s Utility room a¢ f loor levM n~ar_~l~ctrtc ~Fac~ h~at~r. 

t 
The  section.on ignition sequence may not be able to be 

completed until some time late in the investigation. The  
reasons for investigations vary, and, in some, the ignition 
sequence may be immediately known, but, in others, fac- 
tors such as fire spread or reasons for casualties may be the 
thrust of  the investigation. 

The  ignition sequence should identify a heat source, a 
material ignited, and what could have brought  the two 
together  to allow the fiI'e to start. The  heat sotnce often 
involves a piece of equipment.  If so, the equipment  should 
be identified as well as how it contr ibuted to the heat. If  no 
equipment  was involved, the tbrm of  the heat should still 
be identified. 

The  material  ignited should be identified by both its 
type or composition and its tbrm or  use. The  explanat ion 
of  how the heat and material got together  is described as 
the ignition factor. 

I n  tim example below, the investigator records what he/she 
believes happened.  

I [ t l  ~, i i i [ *1 :  ~.1 : ( , l  i I ~ :  [ q  ~lE 

l ~ U ~ t , J ~ , _ ~ o J 1 ~  ~J~ t  r I c h~at~r. 
MA~ ~R~AL IONITEO 

~ O N i n O N  F~c~o)~ " v 

CloChina ~li~)t, u r b ~ l  Iz~ ca¢ - fMI  rm h~a'l~r_ 

. ~  Acme .~,~ DL -62  ,~,,,,~ 1X549764 

onto heater. CloChin¢ i¢niCed when heater oams on. 

The  section ent i t led  "Fi re  Sp re a d"  can be used to 
describe how the tire moved through the structure. I f  cer- 
tain materials were instrumental  in the spread,  they should 
be noted. If  certain avenues or paths allowed the fire to 
spread to other  sections of  the structure, they should also 
be noted. It is suggested that when the fire leaves the room 
of origin, the extent  of  the fire damage be documented.  

In the example below, the fire investigator found that 
the wood paneling used as interior  finish in the corr idor  
was extremely important  in spreading the fire and cutting 
off the escape routes for other  residents. 

[ • / 1 • - I • .  ~ t ~ 4 ~ l . l , ~ h . ~  ~ l ~ n , , ~  n .  ~ . n P P l ~ n e  w : ~ l l , ~  

orrl,,Jor on ~n,~ ~.~n~ 

!r~. f~.nm rnnm o~gl~lA~r~vP-IIP~J ~nw. enrrlt lne nM wsll f l . l .h :  
I cu'c¢l .g aft :  ~ m ~ .  
t 

The section entit led "Smoke Spread" is similar to the 
previous section but allows for the recording of informa- 
tion about the smoke's movement  through the building. 
Again, any materials that produced significant smoke while 
burning should be recorded.  Also, any significant avenues 
or structural areas that were significant in allowing the 
smoke to spread uncontrol led should be noted. 

In the example below, a burning plastic shower unit  in a 
bathroom on the third story forced smoke into a ventila- 
tion shaft from which it spread to other apar tments  when 
the fan that ventilated the shaft shut down due to a power 
thilure dur ing  the fire. 

m.-1 ,,, [ . l  ;q =1~1 ~i ; i  =f,1, 

Avenues - ~ • 
I Ba th rnnm w n ' c i l a t i n .  ~h~ret. 

I,l,~,~, ~ , , u , ,  ~mok~ ,nt, em~ ocher ao~.rt.ment, e from chart.. 
[ 

Any remarks that the investigator feels are necessary to 
this part icular port ion of  the investigation can be recorded 
in the remarks section. If  remarks are entered at different 
times, the date when they are entered should be included. 

l i l U , W . l : q l -  

~P-~mP-nt~TIOVP-A r.lnth~.~ w~hP . r  anti  r J r ~ r  A H H n ~  

overhaul. They. do  not, aFFear  t o  have been Involved. Char 
d a m a a e  in wall and roof  area aFpeare  ¢o be ae  a moult,  o f  t,he 
f i re  g r o w t h .  
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906-14 FIRE I N C I D E N T  FI El.I)  N O T E S  

MOTOR VEHICLES 
FIELD N O T E S  906-3  

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

MAKE MODEL LICENSE-NO., STATE, EXPIRES VIN NO. 

i W A I I K  I q l l . W J l l - I l T ' '  " , ~ l | w ] •  

OWNER'S NAME OWNER'S ADDRESS OWNER'S PHONE NO. 

OPERATOR'S NAME/LICENSE NO. OPERATOR'S ADDRESS OPERATOR'S PHONE NO. 

n~:u.=i[o]i 
PRIOR DAMAGE FIRE DAMAGE 

TIRES/WHEELS (Missing, Match, Condition) 

PARTS MISSING 

I l l l ~ l - ~ ' $ 1 d ~  
PRIOR DAMAGE FIRE DAMAGE 

r 
TYPE FUEL ] CONDITION OF TANK FILLER CAP CONDITION FUEL LINE CONDITION 

I ~  [ ~ l ~ l : l l ~ o ] ~ l ~ l a  i ~ l ~ /  

PRIOR DAMAGE FiRE DAMAGE 

FLUID LEVELS 
OIL TRANSMISSION RADIATOR OTHER 

PARTS MISSING 

I I ~ l l l ; l [ t ] i  

PRIOR DAMAGE FIRE DAMAGE 

IGNITION SYSTEM / KEY IN IGNITION 

[ ]  YES [ ]  NO 
PERSONAL CONTENTS MISSING 

ACCESSORIES MISSING 

ODOMETER READING SERVICE STICKER INFORMATION 

IvJ :1 -" I [o] I  :1~'] : [ l ] lJ ;I  IL" 

ALARM DOOR AND TRUNK LOCKS WINDOW POSITIONS 

| o ] ; l [ ~ l ~ | [ ~ l l  I [o]~i,.~ ~ l  n 
AREA 

HEAT SOURCE 

MATERIAL IGNITED 

IGNITION FACTOR 
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MOTOR VEHICLES 906-15 

Motor Vehicles (Form 906-3). The motor  vehicles form 
shown on the previous page is divided into eight sections. 
It is to be used whenever the fire investigation centers on a 
motor  vehicle, whether  the vehicle is inside or outside a 
structure. As with any of  the tbrms used, the agency name 
and file number  should be recorded in the upper  right 
corner.  

The  first section is used to descr ibe  the vehicle. It 
includes the year, make, model,  license or  registrat ion 
number,  and the vehicle identification number  (VIN). The  
color of  the vehicle should also be recorded.  

i v l  ;I : I [ I I  II ; i  11 $ " [ I ]  : I  I "dlli I l l  ~" I 
C ~ { S  i m~EL , LICENSE NO STATm EXPIRES VIm NO 

ed ma  ]OellJ~] WAA-.'609 NV .~/9:~ i W~(129B4'78WWR 

The second section is for recording the name, address,  
and te lephone number  of  the owner of  the vehicle and the 
opera tor  of the vehicle. The  opera tor ' s  license number  
should also be listed. 

i , ,  : e .  : ~  t ;  

t .%,+~,7 ~,.,?~,,, , , . ,  + . . . . . .  + . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .  +129 Elm ~t,.. Anytown 174~,-~29~ 
I ~pERATOWSN~UCENSE NO ] OPERATOR'S AODRESS ~ OPE "ATO'S p~N£ NO 

The third section allows the investigator to record obser- 
vations about  the exter ior  of  the vehicle. This should 
include any pr ior  damage or missing or mismatched parts. 
Any area of exter ior  fire damage should also be described. 

i =l,~t d :1:1 [o| 

None I I ~ n ~ l w  1~ POre ¢ aria ,Joor~ 
O r i n i r l . ~ l  , , t n l d r ~ m m l ~ l t .  -- ' F a i r  ¢ . nn~J i t ~ i n l . 1  

Nnnm 

The next section is for recording observations about the 
fuel systems. Notes in this area should relate to whether 
there was any damage to the fuel system, damage fi-om the 
fire to the fuel system, the type of  fuel the vehicle used, the 
condit ion of the tank (was the cap intact), and whether  the 
fuel line was intact. 

i |11:1 IL-t '~. ' t  4:1,, 

+ . . . . . . . . . . . . .  t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

The fifth section can be used to record  observations 
about the engine compartment .  Again, there are various 
areas of concern. Was there pr ior  damage to the engine? 

Was there fire damage to the engine compartment?  What 
were the fluid levels? Were  the caps intact? Were any 
engine parts missing? 

l ;I ~ [ q  I L' I ; l [ l ( . ]+ 'J ;/:1 ; t  d ?A ;4: | l i  
PR+OR DAMAGE 

I Nnn~ 
~w~o LEWLS 

o~ TRaNSmiSSiON 

The sixth section of the form is used to record observa- 
tions about the interior  of the vehicle. Was there pr ior  
damage to the interior, the ignition system, or  accessories? 
Were the keys in the ignition? Is anything missing? The  
fire damage should be described. Also, the odometer  read- 
ing a n d  any se rv ice  s t i cker  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h o u l d  be 
recorded.  

I I l : h i ~ ; t [ I ]  
PmOR ~M.~E  

~ D a  . . . . .  
+GNIT~N SYSTEM 

ma,,ed I~  tim. 

I + + 7 + +  +'+ t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  + 

1~%,;%,t 

The security of the vehicle at the time of the fire can be 
critical to understanding the fire. The next section allows 
recording of information about the vehicle's security system. 
If there was an alarm, was it turned on? Were the doors and 
trunk locked? What position were the windows in? 

The final section on this form is the origin and ignition 
sequence section. It can be used to record observations 
about heat sources, equipment,  materials ignited, and pos- 
sible reasons for tile heat and material to combine to start 
a fire. The  ignition sequence may be readily apparen t  or  
the investigator may need to use the observations together  
with other  evidence to actually de te rmine  how the fire 
started. 

~ a r i J £ a t .  

ll~,~,'J ~ l a a r ~ ' ~  
uArEm~ i c ~ o  - ]~at c~,~rina and fn~m nla,stic paddina 

I i~NmC~ ~ACTO~ " = 
O I A P . z m n , , J P . d  J s m n k l n n  m ; a t ~ P l a l  
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906-16 FIRE I N C I D E N T  F l E H )  X()TES 

WlLDLAND FIRES 
F I E L D  N O T E S  9 0 6 - 4  

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

I ".1 :To]'~:~ -'| | ' |  D] ~i.~ot:l l~ii~o] ~ i 

FIRE DAMAGE I OTHER PROPERTIESINVOLVED 
[ ]  LESSTHANACRE NO. ACRES 

SECURITY LOCKED COMMENTS 
Fq O P E N  [ZFENCED [ ]GATES 

i I l : l : : l l l ;F;~vJ~m~;Tidl[O]~K 
TYPE FIRE 

[ ]  GROUND [ ]  CROWN 
FACTORS 
[ ]  WIND []TERRAIN 

COMMENTS 

~,REA O F  O R I G I  

i "-n ::[o] U III : i  I ~, IP'-I, I ~ .  
AT TIME OF FIRE 

[ ]  YES ~ NO [ ]  UNDETERMINED 

COMMENTS 

I [ ~  ~I I I [e]  ~ I , , I  ~ o l l I  :I,~ [o] 
HEAT OF IGNITION 

MATERIAL IGNITED 

IGNITION FACTOR 

IF EQUIPMENT INVOLVED 

MAKE MODEL 
COMMENTS 

SERIAL NO. 

1993 Edition 



WILDLAN D FIRES 906-17 

Wildland Fires (Form 906-4). When the fire involves 
wildland areas, forest, or grasslands, the wildland fires 
form shown on the previous page is helpful in recording 
observations about the fire. The  form is divided into five 
sections. Start by recording the agency name and file num- 
ber in the upper  right corner.  

The first section is for describing the property involved as 
well as the number  of acres involved, other property that the 
fire spread to, type of security, and any further comments. 

i ".,I : ( o ]  ".J =1 : l  l i ' l l  ~1 :I~'{1~ : |  I " . i l i  [ i ] :  I 

HIiI~/Certain - eomec,  overed wR, h brueh 5 - &  f t .  Call  Remainder 

I wooded wllr, h mixed hardwoods, o 

SECURI~ LOCKED CO MM~NTS 

The second section allows the investigator to record 
comments and observations about how the fire traveled. 
This should include both horizontal and vertical direction 
as well as speed. Previous weather  conditions that would 
effect the fire's growth and spread should be recorded.  

l ; I  I : t : l l  iI ; ~ z | ' |  ~1 I I  ~,~[1~1 I [ i ]  ;~.11 

I 
~,2L"E . . . . . .  COMMENTS 

....... IWlnd ~5-om 5W fanned f l a m e _  _ 
up hi l lb i l l y .  

The third section is for describing the area of origin. In 
the early stages of the investigation, that this may be a gen- 
eral area gets narrowed as the investigation continues. 

! ~ 1 : 1  : r . l l ]  =111 ; I  [ d l ~  

Open area 1/2 mile off 5 tote  Route 26  

The  next  section allows the invest igator  to indicate 
whether  there were people in the area, who they were, and 
what they were doing. Witness statements should be taken 
using Form 906-6. 

AT TiME OF Fine I COMMENTS 

~ Y E S  D NO D UNDETEnUlNED I 2 Far,~nn- ½ 1 k l n n  i .  ~ , , J l ~ n u ~ r l q r J  'Fh'~. ( ~ t ~ v p .  

Fr~be~ 6~9-3376 l. 

The last section is used by the investigator to record 
observations on heat sources present,  materials ignited, 
and what could have allowed the two to combine to allow 
the fire to start. These observations may provide a defini- 
tive ignition sequence or may need to be used with other  
information to de termine  how the fire spread.  

I [ 1 t  : 11  I1 [ I ]  : l k l  : [ ~ l l l  =1~ [ H  : !  
HEAT OF I~NIT [~  
O~en camoflre 
MA~RIAC rGN~TED I 

~ leavee, ~luff 
~aNIT~)N fACTOR 

Cam~ire I, It~ oroeerlv ~Binaui~he~l 
IF E~ IP~ENT INVOLVED I l -- 
MAKE MODEL SERIAL NO 
COMMENTS 

R~main~ nf cam[rl:ir~ ¢nun,~l in aeee nf orinln_ F'~'obablv ~ m r ) ~  m o w k  
on without properly mrBin~ulmhina the fire. Area im ~rn~uently u e e ~ t  . 

and campere. 
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CASUALTIES 
F I E L D  N O T E S  9 0 6 - 5  

AGENCY 

l l ] $ ' [ ~ - ' i l ; i i [ e ] ;  

NAME 

FILE NUMBER 

RACE 

DESCRIBE CLOTHING 

SEX AGE 

ADDRESS J PHONE NO. 

DATE OF BIRTH HEIGHT WEIGHT HAIR EYES OTHER 

NIl | 'd "-] :lie] i l  ~ PILl! ;lk" 

[ ]  MINOR [ ]  MODERATE 

[ ~ 1 ; [ I ] 1 1 ~ 1 ~ ; 1 ~ [ ~ = ~  

WHO FOUND VICTIM? WHERE? 

DESCRIBE INJURY 
[ ]  SEVERE [ ]  FATAL 

VICTIM'S ACTIVITY JUST PRIOR TO AND AT TIME OF IGNITION 

VICTIM'S ACTIVITY AFTER TIME OF IGNITION 

[ ]  TREATEDATSCENEBY? 

BODY POSITION 

SENT TO VIA TREATED BY 

REMARKS 

BODY REMOVEDTO 

MEDICAL EXAMINER/CORONER 

BODY REMOVED BY AUTHORITY TO MOVE BODY GIVEN BY 

ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

CAUSE OF DEATH 

AUTOPSY BY ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

DATE OF AUTOPSY CASE NO. BLOOD TEST I X-RAYS 

[ ]  YES [ ]  NO [ [ ]  YES [ ]  NO 

REPORTS IN POSSESSION 

[ ]  YES ~ NO 

i ~ I : ) ; 4Eo]= I IN I :  

NAME 

NOTIFIED BY (How, Date & Time) 

RELATIONSHIP ADDRESS & PHONE 

REMARK~ 

906-18 FIRE I N C I D E N T  F I E L D  N O T E S  
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(:ASt'ALT~ Es 906-19 

C a s u a l t i e s  ( F o r m  906-5). If  there are persons killed or  
injured by the fire, the casualties form can be used to col- 
lect data about those persons. (See form on previous page.) 

The casuahy could be a fire fighter, a civilian involved 
with the proper ty  that burned,  an emergency service per- 
son assisting at the incident, or possibly the suspect in a 
criminal case. The  casualties form is divided into seven sec- 
tions. If  any casualties torms are used, the agency and file 
number  should be entered at the upper  right corner  of the 
fi)rm. 

The  first section of  the form is fi)r ident i t}ing and 
describing the casualty. This includes name and address,  
personal t~eatures, and clothing worn. In the case of a fire 
fighter injury, the protective clothing worn, how it was 
worn, and any failure of the ch)thing should he described. 

11'}':!,.11 I :1 I1 I ' i l  d ; 1:1':111 t', 1:1 l I I 

l ,] :I."II, I :I I "a l [11 ~ 
NAME I ADDRESS pHONE NO 

John ,~mlt, h 472 Maole Ct,. ! N/A 

DESCRIBE CLOTHIN+ 

Flannel bmP+hrnbP+ an~l nntt~n i][,lfJP.r'lM~lP 

The second section is used to describe the injury and its 
seriousness. A minor  injury is one in which innnediate 
medical care is not necessary. A moderate  injury is one in 
which quick medical t reatment  is advisable, but there is lit- 
tle danger  of  death or  permanent  disability. A severe injury 
is potentially l ife-threatening if the condition remains 
uncontrolled,  hnmedia te  medical care is necessary. 

I i / ' |  d a l l ]  | 1:11111 ;1" 

The third section is used to describe the circumstances 
sur rounding  the injury or fatality. This includes the name 
of the person who found the victim, where the victim was 
tound, what the victim's activity pr ior  to or at the time of  
ignition was, and what the victim was doing after the time 
of  ignition. This would be extremely helpful in the case 
where the casualty was, in tact, the suspect. 

WHO FOUND ViCTiM? WHERE? 
1.laln~ Y.gvac l nnMnSJ  ( J~unhC .~ r~  IM  ~ h a l r  Jim I I v l n~ ro~ )m  

The section on casualty t reatment  is not ['or collecting all 
the medical details of  t rea tment  but  ra ther  to identify who 
handled t reatment  at the scene and in transport .  It  also 
records where the victim was sent. Followup inquiries can 
then be made to determine  medical diagnosis or observa- 
tions that might be helpful to the investigation. 

TR~ATEOATNCENEBY' NIA 

RfMA~S 

If the injury is tatal, it is important  to determine  in what 
position and where the victim was tbund. Also record who 
authorized the body to be removed,  who removed it, and 
to where. The  medical examiner  should be identified and 
any infi)rmation on cause of death recorded.  I f  an autopsy 
is per |b rmed,  the person per tbrming it and the date it was 
performed should be recorded.  Other  pos tmortem tests 
should also be identified. 

m + " I * " I I I I  I 
.oi:++ Po+rnom 

i . . . . . . . .  + +  I . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l + T - , m . +  M. E. Hmlr}l. + 1+29 Minim ~t._ ("~llJlMi~v 
cAus+ <~ ++~.+~ i - - 

Amehwla ~mm PIm +m~luct, m 
Aufc~sY ~, i ; ADO~ESS P~ONE ma 

None i : i l D~ES +: ~o DA TF O F AUTOPSY I {:'S~ m~+ I mo~o res t  I x NAYS REPORTS IN OOSSESSION 

N YES [3 mo []  YEs @ mo 

The sixth section identifies the next of kin, who notified 
them of  the death,  and when. 

I1~ I : } ] t l lK i ]  dl [q IZ 
N~E i RELATIOmSH~P 

~ , ,  nne I Dauaht, er I . . . . . . . . . . . .  620 5. Elm ~1;, 
NOT+FEO eY tH~ Ume ~ r,~ - " 

ht, er ,ll~overa bo4v 

The final section is a remarks section where the investi- 
gator  (:an record any comments specific to the casualty. 

I l |  =l,V~V~1:1 ;~ . 

A ~ _ e e  Johp Smith +:ell aeleep while emokln@ and ¢l@areCCe I @ n l C e L .  

t cloi;hln(3/Ghalr. Fire eelf-ext, ln~]ulehed in chair. 
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9 0 6 - 2 0  FIRE INCIDENT FIELD NOTES 

WITNESS STATEMENT 
FIELD NOTES 906-6 

AGENCY FILENUMBER 

I 1 ~  ~1/11[1'/~1 [I]~ 

NAME 

RACE SEX AGE DATE OF BIRTH 

EMPLOYER 

ADDRESS 

ADDRESS 

I SOC. SECURITY NO. 

PHONENO. 

DRIVER'S LIC. NO. 

PHONE NO. 

RELATIONSHIP TO INCIDENT 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY 

I CAN BE CONTACTED AT 

i LOCATION, DATE & TIME OF STATEMENT 
t 

)TATEMEN7 

1993 Edition 



W1 I'NFSS STATEMENT 9 0 6 - 2 1  

Witness Statement (Form 906-6). If there were any wit- 
nesses to the fire or events preceding the fire, this form 
(shown on the previous page) can be used to record the 
witness' remarks. 

The top of the form is for identifying the witness, his/her 
relationship to the property, where he/she can be con- 
tacted, and the location, date, and time of the staiement. 

Sometimes the investigator may let the witness write his/ 
her own statement, in his/her own handwriting, and sign it. 
Sometimes the time the statement was concluded is impor- 
tant and this should be recorded, if appropriate. 

The example below shows a typical series of notes taken 
by an investigator dur ing  discussion with John  Ayres, 
owner/occupant of a house in which a fire occurred. 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

State Police 1254-93 

I l e l  - 4  L I I I d l r ] A 1 1  l l J  | 

NAME 

John Ayres 
RACE SEX AGE DATE OF BIRTH 

W M 41 4113152 
EMPLOYER ADDRESS 

Kentucky Fried Chicken Clio 
v 

RELATIONSHIP TO INCIDENT 

Ownerloeeupant 
STATEMENT TAKEN BY 

Fahe.v 

ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

6478 Smithton Dr. 686-4913 
SOC. SECURITY NO. DRIVER'S LIC. NO. 

579-54-7621 A471-562-479-&14 
PHONE NO. 

686 -0725  
CAN BE CONTACTED AT 

Sister - Nancy Singer 684-2259  
LOCATION, DATE & TIME OF STATEMENT 

Scene 5126193 11:50 AM 

FATEMEN1 

Left, for work at 7:45 AM. Thought heater was off.. but could have been left  on. 

Shelf over heater had laund~ on it. Also ~iirtv laund~ in basket on floor. No 

previous fires. He was the last person in the uti l i ty room. Heater would start 
I I 

when temperature droppeJ to  heat room. Cat was killed in fire. All personal 
I I I I 

belongings appeared intact. 

1993 Edition 



906-22 FIRE I N C I D E N T  F I E L D  N O T E S  

EVIDENCE 
FIELD NOTES 906-7 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

)ESCRIPTIOI ~ NHEREFOUND/WHE~ ]EMOVED TO/B'~ 

1, 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

REMARK 

1993 Edition 



EVIDENCE 906-23  

Evidence (Form 906-7). I f  ev idence  is collected at the tire 
scene, this form can be used to log that  evidence.  (See./brm 
o~ previous page.) 

A descr ipt ion of  the evidence ,  where  and when  it was 
fbund or  taken from, and where  it was taken to and by 
w h o m  are  r eco rded  in the first section of  the form. 

At the bo t tom of  the tbrm is a remarks  section that can 

be used to d o c u m e n t  the chain o f  custody, its use, and /o r  
disposition. 

In the example  below, three  pieces o f  ev idence  were  
taken: an electric hea te r  and debris  f rom two locations. 
T h e  electric hea te r  was e x a m i n e d  at the office, and the 
debris  was sent to a laboratory  to d e t e r m i n e  if f lammable  
l iquid vapors  were  present .  

A G E N C Y  

5rate Police 
FILE  N U M B E R  

1234-93  

IEMOVED TO/B~ q H E R E F O U N D / W H E h  )ESCRIPTIOI~ 

1. Acme Electric Heater Utility room floor 

2. 0ebr i~  f r o m  nea r  # !  Utility r o o m  M o o r  

3. Debris from doorway to utilltv room 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Office bv Fahey 

Lab by Fahey 

Lab by Fahgy 

IEMARK5 

Items #2 an~l #5  taken to lab for analysis to determine presence of 

flammable liauid 5127193. 
b 

Item #1 examined in office - found to be on at  time of fire 5127/93. 

No flammable liauid oresent per lab report 5130193. 
IW I l I 

Item #1 deetroyed per policy 6125193. 

1993 Edition 



9 0 6 - 2 4  FIRE INCIDENT FIELD NOTES 

*ONLY ONE ROLL OF FILM PER FORM. 

FILE NUMBER 

2 22 

3 23 

4 24 

5 25 

6 26 

7 27 

8 28 

9 29 

10 30 

11 31 

12 32 

13 33 

14 34 

15 35 

16 36 

17 37 

18 38 

19 39 

20 40 

:IEMARK5 

1993 Edition 



PHOTO(;RAPHS 906 -25  

Photographs (Form 906-8). The form shown on the pre- 
vious page should be used to record a description of each 
photograph taken at the scene. One form should be used 
with each roll of fihn. The roll number ,  the agency con- 
ducting the investigation, and the file number  must be 
recorded at the top right of the form. 

The form is designed so that as pictures are taken, the 
investigator may record, in numerical order, where the 

*ONLY ONE ROLL OF FILM PER FORM. 

pictures were taken and what they show. 

The remarks section at the bottom of the tbrm can be 
used to comment on an), photograph, to keep track of the 
processing, or for any other notes the investigator wishes 
to make regarding the photographs. 

The completed form below shows how a form might look 
tbr 22 photographs taken at the scene of a dwelling fire. 

ROLL NO. AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

1 5 t a r e  Police 1 2 5 4 - 9 5  

2 E x t -  E a e t  e iJe 

3 E x t -  Nor th  ~iJe 

4 E x t  - W e e t  eiJe 

s E x t  - I ~ o o f  w / h o l e  

6 E x t  - ~ 1 ~  n e a r  electr ic ont.  

7 I n t -  Ut i l i tv  r o o m -  5 .  wall 
v 

8 I n t -  Ut i l i ty  r o o m -  E. wall 

9 I n t -  Ut i l i ty  r o o m -  N. wall 
v 

10 I n t -  Ut i l i tv  r o o m -  W. wall 

11 H e a t e r  

12 H e a t e r  

13 F l o o r -  Ut i l i ty  room 

14 K i t c h e n  

is L i v i n a r o o m  
* J  

16 Bedroom #1 

17 Bedroom # 2  

18 Bedroom # 3  

19 C l e a n e c l  f l o o r -  Ut i l i ty  room 

2o C l e a n e d  f l o o r -  Ut i l i ty  room 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

v 

Doorway to util. rm. f rom util. rm. 
v 

IEMARK~ 

To lab {or  p r o c e e ~ i n a  5 1 2 7 1 9 3  

1993 Edition 



9 0 6 - 2 6  FIRE INCIDENT FIELD NOTES 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

Scale: Sketcher: 

NOTE: Be sure to show reference north on sketch. 

Date: 

1993 Edition 



s kl,':rc H ~:s 906-27 

Sketches (Form 906-9). If a sketch is made of the inci- 
dent, the form on the previous page can be used fbr that 
purpose. At a major incident more than one sketch may be 
necessary with one showing the overall scene, and subse- 
quent  sketches showing details of specific sections, such as 
the area of origin. 

The sketch should show a north arrow and die point of 

origin. Appropriate measurements can be added to clarify 
understanding.  

If the sketch is not to scale, that should be noted. 
Also, the person drawing the sketch should sign and 

date the sketch. 
The example helow shows a simple sketch for a one- 

story dwelling. 

FILE NUMBER ] 
1234-93 

Scale: NOl le  Sketcher: [::ahCy 

NOTE: Be sure to show reference north on sketch. 

Date: 5127193 

1993 Edition 



906-.'28 FIRE I N C I D E N T  FIELI)  NOTES 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

ADDRESS 'PHONE NO. 

m-,~leJ ~,~ i nf ,;1 L" li 

NAME 

1. 
POLICY NO. EFFECTIVE DATE EXPIRATION DATE 

NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

2. 
POLICY NO. EFFECTIVE DATE EXPIRATION DATE 

~,OVERAGI: 
STRUCTURE/VEHICLE 

1. [ ]  NEW [ ]  RENEWAL 

CONTENTS, PERS. PROE 

' NAME OF INSURED 

BUS. INTERRUPTION, LOSS EARNINGS, LIV. EXP. 

i ADDRESS OF iNSURED 

NAME OF iNSURED ADDRESS OF iNSURED 
2. [ ]  NEW [ ]  RENEWAL 

PREVIOUS INSURANCE CARRIER NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

$ STRUCTURE/VEH. $ CONTENTS $ OTHER 

PREVIOUS LOSSES, CANCELLATIONS 

l I ~ F.']I I  ;T; I~  [ ~  : f : I [¢1:1 ~ I 

NAME 

1, 

ADDRESS I PHONE NO. 

NAME ADDRESS ' PHONE NO. 

2. I 
I/_,1 m]Il l l .~l  1:1 : i  I ~ kvA :k',]l / [e/:11 I[O] : l  

NAME OF COMPANY ADJ./INV. ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

1. 
NAME OF COMPANY ADJ./INV. ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

2. 
NAME OF PUBLIC ADJUSTER ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

STRUCTURE 

1. $ 
STRUCTURE 

2 . $  

CONTENTS/PERS PROR 

1. $ 
CONTENTS/PER& PROP. 

2 . $  

OTHER (Explain) 
1. $ 
OTHER (Explain) 

2 . $  

R E M A R K  
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~Nsue, aNc~ ~y FOrMA']~OY 906-29 

Insurance Information (Form 906-10). The  form shown 
on the previous page is used for recording information on 
the insurance company, coverage, agent,  adjuster,  and loss 
paid. The  form is divided into six sections. The  agency 
conduct ing the investigation and the file number  should be 
recorded at the upper  right corner  of the form. 

The  first section is for identifying the insurance com- 
pany or  companies involved with the fire loss. In addit ion 
to the identification of the company, the policy number ,  
effective date, and expirat ion date should be recorded.  As 
shown below, the owner of this proper ty  was insured with 
State Casualty, with policy efliective dates from 12-1-90 to 
12-1-93. 
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The second section of the form is tot recording data on 
the amount  of coverage, the insured person, and any pre- 
vious insurance history he/she may have. In the example 
below, John  Ayres has $40,000 in coverage on his dwelling 
and $20,000 in coverage on the contents. There  was no 
previous insurance carrier  and no loss experience.  
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The  next  section is used to identify the insurance  
agent(s) and where they can be contacted. 
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The  fourth section is used to identify the person(s)  
responsible for adjusting the loss or investigating the loss 
1or the insurance company. In the example below, the 
adjuster  is Bernice Kress of Michigan Claims. There  was no 
public adjuster  assigned. 
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The total paid loss section is used to record the actual 
insurance company settlement. In addition to the loss to the 
structure and contents, payments for business interruption, 
add i t iona l  l iving expense ,  or  o the r  paymen t s  can be 
recorded. In the example below, $23,900 was paid for dam- 
age to the structure and $18,000 for damage to the contents. 
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The last section is a remarks section. I f  there  is informa- 
tion from the adjuster  or insurance agent  that is per t inent  
to the investigation, it should be listed in this section. If  the 
invest igator  sees any th ing  suspicious in the insurance  
a r rangement  or  the way the loss is handled,  this can be 
noted also. 
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